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IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

1 . (Currently amended) An inner tube comprising a vulcanized b lend comprising: 

at least 15 parts per hundred rubber halogenated isobutylene-co- 
alkylstyrene polyme r wherein the halogen is present from 0.1 to 3.0 mol% 
relati ve to the total amount of the polymer ; m& 

a second rubber componen t comprising cthvlcne-propvlene-diene (EPDNfl 
rubbe r. whoroin - tho h aleg^ifr- pr e a B iit from 0.1 to 3.0 mol% relative) to th e 
total amou ftt-o f th e polym er ; and 

a reinforcing filler , 

2. (Original) The inner tube of Claim 1, wherein the halogenated isobutylene-co- 
alkylstyrene is brorainated isobutylene-co-methylstyrene polymer. 

3. (Original) The inner tube of Claim 1, wherein the halogenated isobutylene-co- 
alkylstyrene is brominated isobutylene-co-^ramethylstyrene polymer. 

4. (Cancelled) 

5. (Original) The inner tube of Claim 1, comprising at least 25 parts per hundred 
rubber halogenated isobutylene-co-alkylstyrene polymer. 

6. (Original) The inner tube of Claim 1, comprising at least 40 parts per hundred 
rubber halogenated i$obutylene-co-alkylstyrene polymer. 

7. (Cancelled) 

8. (currently amended) The inner tube of Claim I, the blend further comprising a cure 
package. 

9. (currently amended) The inner tube of Claim 8, the blend further comprising a 
vulcanizing agent, a retarder, a fill e r, or blends thereof. 

10. (Currently amended) The inner tube of Claim 1, wherein the second rubber 
component is further comprises a rubber selected from the group consisting of 
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12. 
13. 



14. 
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butyl rubber, chlorobiitvl rubber and combinations thereof [provisional at 1/13-15; 
3/last paragraph (halogenated butyl rubber): Table 1] n atural rubber, polvisoprono 
rubbor. p o lystyr e n e co butadi e n e ) rubb o r (SBR), polybutadiono rubbor (BR)y 
polyfi a oproft fr- co butadi e n e ) — rubber — (BR), — styren e isopr e ne - butadiono — rubbor 
(SIBR), polysulfid e , nitril e rubber, propylono oxido polymora r imd^Qm iH e fyfltatiifle 
copolymer (SCC) . 

(Previously presented) The inner tube of Claim 1, wherein the halogen is bromine. 

(Previously presented) Hie inner tube of Claim l f wherein the halogen is chlorine. 

(Currently amended) An inner tube comprising a vulcanized b lend comprising: 

at least 15 parts per hundred rubber halogenated isobutylene-co- 
methylstyrene polyme r wherein the halogen is present from 0.1 to 3.0 mol% 
relative to the total amount of the polymer : and 

a second rubber component comprising ethvlene-propvlene-diene (EPPMI 
rubbe r, wherein the hQlogon - i s-pre8e^-#o m - O r l - to 3.Q mol% r e lative to the 




a reinforcing filler . 

(currently amended) Tlie inner tube of Claim 13, where the second rubber 
component is further comprises a rubber selected from the group consisting of 
butvl rubber, chlorobutvl rubber and combinations thereof n atural —rubb oft 
pfrly ioopr e n e rubber, polyfoyrono co butadi e n e ) rubber (SBR), ^ pol yb*rta4teae 
rubber (BR), - poly(iflopr e n e oo butadiene) rubber - (IBR) , o tyron e isopr e n e butadi e ne 
rubbor (SBR), polysulfido, nitrilo rubb e r , p gopyte no oxido polym e rs, and semi - 



(Previously presented) The inner tube of Claim 13, wherein the halogenated 
isobutylerie-co-methylstyrene polymer is brominated isobutylene-co-methylstyrene 
polymer. 
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16. (Previously presented) The inner tube of Claim 13, wherein the halogenated 
isobutylene-co-methylstyrene polymer is brominated isobutylene-co- 
parani ethyl styrene polymer. 

17. (Withdrawn - Currently amended) The inner tube of Claim 13, wherein the second 
rubber component [[isj] further comprises an isobutylene-based rubber. 

18. (Withdrawn) The inner tube of Claim 17, wherein the isobutylene based rubber 
comprises at least 80 weight % isobutylene. 

19. (Cancelled) 

20. (Previously presented) The inner tube of Claim 13, comprising at least 25 parts per 
hundred rubber halogenated isobutylene-co-methylstyrene polymer. 

21. (Previously presented) The inner tube of Claim 13, comprising at least 40 parts per 
hundred rubber halogenated isobiitylene-co-methylstyrene polymer. 

22. (Cancelled) 

23. (Original) The inner tube of Claim 13, wherein the blend further comprises a cure 
package. 

24. (Currently amended) The inner tube of Claim 23, wherein the blend further 
comprises a vulcanizing agent, a retarder, a - filler, - or blends thereof 

25. (Previously presented) The inner tube of Claim 13, wherein the halogen is present 
from 0.25 to 2.0 mol% relative to the total amount of the polymer. 

26. (Original) The inner tube of Claim 25, wherein the halogen is bromine. 

27. (Original) The inner tube of Claim 25, wherein the halogen is chlorine. 

28. (Currently amended) A tire assembly comprising: 

a) a tire; and 

b) an inner tube comprising a vulcanized b lend comprising at least 15 
parts per hundred rubber halogenated isobutylene-co-alkylstyrene polymer 
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wherein the halogen js present from Q.\ to 3,0 mol% relative ft) the total 
amoun t of the polymer : and 

a second rubber componen t comprising ethyl ene-propvlene-diene rubber 
fEPDM V wher e in th e halog e n ic present from 0.1 to 3.0 mol% rolativo to 
tho total amount of tho polyme r : and 

a reinforcing; filler. 

29. (Original) The tire assembly of Claim 28, wherein the halogenated isobutylene-co- 
alkylstyrene polymer is brominated isobutylene-co-methylstyrene polymer. 

30. (Original) The tire assembly of Claim 28, wherein the halogenated isobutylene-co- 
alkylstyrene polymer is brominated isobutylene-co-/>araraethylstyrene polymer. 

31. (Currently amended) Tlie tire assembly of Claim 28, wherein the blend second 
rubber component further comprises e thyl e n e propylen e di e n e an isobutvlene 
based rubber (EPDM ). 

32. (Currently amended) The tire assembly of Claim 28, wherein the second rubber 
component is further comprises a rubber selected from the group consisting of 
butyl rubber, chlorohutvl rubber and . combinations thereof n atural rubb er 

rubber (BR), polyfisoprono - gobutad -ie n e ) rubb e r (BBR), styr e .no iooprono bu tadiene 



crystallin e copolym e r -^ SGG) . 

33. (Currently amended, withdrawn from consideration) The tire assembly of Claim 
28, wherein the second rubber component further comprises a second vulcanjaable 
rubbery copolymer containing from about 85 mol% to about 99.5 mo1% combined 
isoolefin having from 4 to 8 carbon atoms k frb«fo46Be bas e d rubb e r . 

34. (Currently amended, withdrawn from consideration) The tire assembly of Claim 
33, wherein the iaobutyleae -kased second rubbe ry copolymer comprises a 
copolymer of isobutylene/isoprene. 
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35. (Previously presented) The tire assembly of Claim 28, wherein the halogen is 
present from 0.2 to 2.0 mol°/o relative to the total amount of polymer. 

36. (Ori ginal) The tire assembly of Claim 35, wherein the halogen is bromine. 

37. (Original) The tire assembly of Claim 35, wherein the halogen is chlorine. 

38. (Withdrawn - Currently amended) The inner tube of Claim 1, wherein the second 
rubber component [[is}] further comprises a rubber selected from the group 
consisting of halogonatod atar - bronoh ed-featy-lr-Hibbefy brominated butyl rubber, 
chlorinated butyl rubber, star-branched butyl (polyisobutylene/isoprene copolymer) 
rubber, star-branched halogenated (brominated or chlorinated) butyl 
(polyisobutylene/isoprene copolymer) rubber, and p olvfisobutvlene-co- 
methylstyrene), and - halogonato d- p frt yflgobutylono oo methylstyr e ne) . 

39. (Withdrawn - Currently amended) The inner tube of Claim 13, wherein the second 
rubber component [[is]] further comprises a rubber selected from the group 
consisting of hfttegeaa l e d - fltar branch e d butyl rubber, brominated butyl rubber, 
chlorinated butyl rubber, star-branched butyl (polyisobutylene/isoprene copolymer) 
rubber, star-branched halogenated (brominated or chlorinated) butyl 
(polyisobutylene/isoprene copolymer) rubber, and p oly(isobutylene-co- 
methy 1 styrene) , and halogon ated-pfrl yflsobutyl e n e go m e thyl s tyrcno) . 

40. (Withdrawn - Currently amended) The tire assembly of Claim 28, wherein die 
second rubber component [[is]] further comprises a rubber selected from the group 
consisting of b aleg e nat e d s tar branched butyl rubber -; brominated butyl rubber, 
chlorinated butyl rubber, star-branched butyl (polyisobutylene/isoprene copolymer) 
rubber, star-branched halogenated (brominated or chlorinated) butyl 
(polyisobutyl ene/isoprene copolymer) rubber, and p olv(isobutyIene-co- 
methylstyrene^ftd- halog e nat e d polyflaobutylono oo moth yla tyr o n o ) . 
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